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NOTE:   FIVE CENTURIES OF THE ESSEX EARLDOM.
We usually refer to "Robert Devereux, Second Earl of Essex"; but by descent he was the
I9th. This title had been first created by King Stephen, about 1139, for Geoffrey de Mandeville, of
noble Norman origin.1 Son of William de Mandeville, Constable of the Tower of London,
Geoffrey was appointed to the same office. Sometimes fighting for Stephen and sometimes rebelling,
he was slain in the Civil Wars, in 1144; excommunicated and outlawed; and his estates forfeited.2
By his second wife, Rohesia,—sister of Aubrey de Vere, ist Earl of Oxford, Lord Great
Chamberlain of England,—he left a son Geoffrey, to whom the forfeited Earldom was generously
restored by King Henry II. Killed in a tournament, Geoffrey was succeeded by his brother William
the Crusader, who since 1180 had been Earl of Albemarle in right of his wife. As Earl of Albemarle
and of Essex, William carried the " great Crown " at the Coronation of King Richard Coeur de Lion.
After this 3rd Earl's death without male heirs, the title was revived for Geoffrey Fitz-Piers, who was
husband of Beatrice, daughter of William de Say, and granddaughter of Geoffrey de Mandeville the
first Earl of Essex. In right of his wife, Fitz-Piers gained not only the title but a great inheritance
of lands.
This 4th Earl of Essex, appointed by Richard Coeur de Lion Constable of the Tower of
London, officiated at the Coronation of King John in 1199. Warden of the Cinque Ports, 1206, and
Joint Guardian of England, 1213, he successfully resisted the daim of his wife's uncle, Geoffrey de
Say, to be heir to the Mandeville estates.
The fourth Earl's son, another Geoffrey Fitz-Piers, Earl of Essex, Constable of the Tower, revived
the name of De Mandeville. In right of his wife he was granted the Earldom of Gloucester by
King John; and was one of the peers who forced the King to Sign the Magna Charta.3 This Earl
Geoffrey was killed in a tournament, as the second Earl had been.
His brother William, Ambassador to France, and successor to the Essex Earldom, married
Christian, daughter of Sir Robert Fitzwalter, " Marshal of the Army of God and Holy Church." Dying
" in the flower of his youth " (1227), William, 6th Earl of Essex, left no children; so for the third time
1	See G. E. C.'s Complete Peerage (1890) Vol. Ill, p. 280, quoting Dugdale, I, 201; and Selden's Titles
of Honour, p. 647. King Stephen's grant was confirmed by the Empress Maud, whose charter " do
et concede gaufredo de Magnavilla pro servitio suo et haeredibus suis fost eum haereditabiliter ut
sit Comes de Essexia et habeat tertium denarium Vicecomitatis de placitts, sicut Comes habere debet
in comitatu suo" This is said to be "one of the very earliest charters of express creation of the
tide of Earl." " At the time of the Conquest there were only four subjects in Normandy who held
the rank of Count: viz: (i) The Count of Eu; (2) The Count of Evreux, both descendants of
Richard I (Duke) of Normandy; (3) The Countess of Aumale, sister and (4) The Count of Mortaine,
uterine brother to the Conqueror." See " The Counts of Eu," by Edmund Chester Waters, B.A.;
" Yorkshire Archaelogical Journal/' Vol. IX, pp. 257-302; 401-420; and G.E.C, Vol. Ill, p. 290, notes
b. and c. The tide of " Earl of Ewe " (Eu) was subsequently claimed by the Devereux Earls, and
used by Robert, 2nd and i9th Earl of Essex.
2	Despite his excommunication, the Knights Templar in London allowed him an effigy tomb in their
church.
3	Isabel (or Avisa) daughter and heir of William Earl of Gloucester,  was married to Prince John,
youngest son of Henry II; but John annulled the marriage on the excuse of consanguinity; and " gave
her over in marriage to Geoffrey de Magna villa, Earle of Essex, with the said Earldom of
Gloucester." Milles, "Catalogue of Honor'1 1610, p. 363.

